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Knowledge without Borders 
Non-profit-making association created in 2005 and managed 
by two French scientists. Aim: to disseminate scientific 
knowledge using the band drawn through free downloadable 
PDFs. In 2020: 565 translations in 40 languages had thus been 
achieved. With more than 500,000 downloads. 
 

Jean-Pierre Petit                      Gilles d'Agostini 

The association is totally voluntary. The 
money donated entirely to the translators. 

To make a donation, use the 
PayPal button on the home page: 



 
 
The Association Knowledge without Borders, founded and chaired by Professor Jean-Pierre 
Petit, astrophysicist, aims at spreading scientific and technical knowledge in as many 
countries as possible and in as many languages as possible.  To this end, all his popular 
scientific works, which cover a period of thirty years, and more particularly the illustrated 
albums he has created, are now freely accessible. Anyone is now free to duplicate the present 
file, either  in digital form or in the form of printed copies and circulate these copies to 
libraries , within the context of schools or universities or associations whose aims would be 
the same as the association , provided that they do not derive any profit from this circulation 
and that they do not have any political, sectarian or confessional connotations. These pdf files 
may also be put on line in the computer networks of school and university libraries. 
 

 
 
 
Jean-Pierre Petit intends to create numerous other works which will be accessible to a larger 
audience. Even illiterate people will be able to read them because the written parts will 
“speak” when the readers click on them. Thus it will be possible to use these works to support 
literacy schemes. Other albums will be "bilingual" in so far as it will be possible to switch 
from one language to another selected language with a mere click. Hence another tool made 
available to develop language skills. 
 
Jean-Pierre Petit was born in 1937. He made his career in French research. He worked as a 
plasma physicist, he directed a computer science centre, he has created softwares, he has 
published hundreds of articles in scientific magazines, dealing with subjects ranging from 
fluid mechanics to theoretical cosmology. He has published about thirty books which have 
been translated in numerous languages. 
 
The association can be contacted on the following internet site:  
 

http://savoir-sans-frontieres.com 
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